
            
 

 
 

Joint statement calling for the ban of single-use e-cigaretes in 
the European Union, UK and EEA 

 

 

The Associa�ons listed below are together calling for the complete ban of single-use e-cigaretes 
(vapes) by the end of 2024 due to the nega�ve impact they have on communi�es, and the 
environment, and to the objec�ves of the circular economy. 

Background 
 

E-cigaretes were first placed on the European market in 2006.  They were originally developed as an 
alterna�ve to tradi�onal tobacco smoking and aimed to provide a way for consumers to inhale nico�ne 
vapour without the harmful effects associated with burning tobacco such as tar and carbon content. 
Since their incep�on, the designs have evolved including the sale of single-use e-cigaretes, which were 
first sold in Europe in 2019 and were aimed at consumers looking for lower costs, smaller products 
and a wider range of different liquids and flavours, with or without nico�ne.  

All the e-cigarete devices are powered by an external or internal lithium batery, most external 
bateries are rechargeable via a batery charger, and internal bateries are par�ally rechargeable based 
on the device type.  However internal bateries in most single-use disposable devices are not 
rechargeable. Ini�al models had a short batery life and small tank, but despite this have grown 
exponen�ally year-on-year with worldwide sales reaching $19.3 billion in 2019.  The product design 
has also evolved with greater batery power, larger capacity and length of use. 

These devices (subject to design differences) consist of an atomiser, a power source (the lithium 
batery), and a container such as a cartridge or tank filled with liquid. 

Diagram 1 
 

They are made with some of the most valuable resources on the planet - steel, aluminium, copper, 
lithium.  They also have plas�c casings containing brominated flame retardants (POPs). 

 
1 Source – Joule - December 2023 

https://www.cell.com/joule/fulltext/S2542-4351(23)00482-8?_returnURL=https%3A%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS2542435123004828%3Fshowall%3Dtrue


Under producer responsibility regula�ons in the European Union, UK and EEA, these devices are 
classified as “Electric and Electronic Equipment” (EEE) and subject to obliga�ons for manufacturers 
and/or distributors, including contribu�ng to the provision of collec�on op�ons and, end-of-life 
recycling. In reality however, due to a lack of awareness and/or free-riders and also poor enforcement, 
many producers / distributors of these devices are failing to register and so make no contribu�on to 
the WEEE treatment system. 

 

The nega�ve impacts on society 

With the prevalence of single-use disposable e-cigaretes, the safety and impact of disposable e-
cigaretes is today a growing public and industry concern, and a number of Governments have taken 
measures already to limit or ban vaping in their countries, including the United Kingdom, France, 
Turkey, India, Thailand, Mexico, and Australia.  Globally, many other Governments are also deba�ng 
banning or restric�ng these products, including banning flavoured liquids this year. 

Single-use e-cigaretes contribute to local environmental damage through litering and present a 
danger to wildlife and water supplies.  If improperly disposed of, they can release heavy metals, 
nico�ne, and other chemicals from bateries and unused e-liquid. Over 80 harmful chemicals such as 
formaldehyde and metallic nanopar�cles have been found in e-liquids at trace quan��es2.   

In addi�on, the nega�ve aspects on the health of the growing number of children using e-cigaretes is 
well published, with single-use disposable e-cigaretes seen as a key driver behind the alarming rise in 
youth vaping3. 

Of far more concern is the existence of the lithium batery, as incorrect and irresponsible disposal is a 
known cause of fires in collec�on street and domes�c bins, municipal collec�on containers, collec�on 
waste trucks and waste management facili�es. 

Finally, given the volume of these devices being sold today, and the call to ensure the security of cri�cal 
raw materials, the loss of valuable and reusable metals and lithium through careless disposal is 
contrary to the global objec�ves for a stronger circular economy. 

 

What is needed urgently: 

The European Union has powers under REACH to impose restric�ons on the use of devices that have 
substances iden�fied as posing a risk to human health or the environment. Other legisla�on supports 
this through na�onal environmental protec�on acts.  Legal ac�on has been taken in recent years for 
other single-use products such as plas�c straws and bags etc. so the precedent exists and there 
remains no further reason for the damage that single-use e-cigaretes is causing. 

 

Single-use e-cigaretes should be banned in Europe by the end of 2024 at the very latest. 

  

 
2 Harmful chemicals emitted from electronic cigarettes  
3 http://tinyurl.com/m6eyy4tu - UK Government press statement regarding the banning of disposable vapes (January 2024): “…the 
proportion of 11 to 17 year old vapers using disposables increasing almost ninefold in the last 2 years”.     

https://www.newvaping.com/collections/disposable-vape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heavy_metals
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7233525/
http://tinyurl.com/m6eyy4tu


This joint statement is made by: 

 

 CEWEP (Confederation of European Waste-to-Energy Plants) is the European umbrella 
association of operators of Waste-to-Energy plants (WtE, waste incineration with 
energy recovery). They fulfil a hygienic task by treating the residual, non-recyclable 
waste. www.cewep.eu  

 

 

 
EBRA is the European organisation defending the interests of professional companies 
involved with the collection, sortation, treatment, material recovery and repurposing 
or reusing of portable, industrial and EV batteries. www.ebra-recycling.org  
 

 
 

 

EERA is the voice of WEEE recycling in Europe being the professional association for the 
e-waste recycling and reprocessing industry.  Our mission is to achieve a level playing 
field for fair competition in the WEEE value chain, harmonisation of regulations, 
effective and efficient recycling and reprocessing with prevention of pollution, 
minimization of emissions and a high quality of secondary raw materials 
and components. www.eera-recyclers.com  
 

 
 
 

 

European Recycling Industries’ Confederation (EuRIC) is the umbrella organisation for 
the recycling industries in Europe. Through its 75 members from 23 European countries, 
EuRIC represents more than 5,500 large companies and SMEs involved in the recycling 
and trade of various resource streams. By turning waste into resources, recycling 
reintroduces valuable materials into value chains over and over again. By bridging 
circularity and climate neutrality, recyclers are pioneers in leading Europe’s industrial 
transition. https://euric.org  

 
 

 
 

FEAD is the European Waste Management Association, representing the private waste 
and resource management industry across Europe, including 19 national waste 
management federations and 3,000 waste management companies. Private waste 
management companies operate in 60% of municipal waste markets in Europe and in 
75% of industrial and commercial waste. This means more than 320,000 local jobs, 
fuelling €5 billion of investments into the economy every year.  https://fead.be/  

 
 FERVER is the European Federa�on of Glass Recyclers. Our federa�on currently consists 

of twenty-five members spread across fourteen EU- Member States and three other 
countries. They recycle around 70% of the packaging glass waste collected in 
Europe.   https://ferver.eu  
 

 

 

Municipal Waste Europe represents European public responsibility for municipal waste 
management. Our members are municipalities and public waste management 
companies that play a crucial role in providing this Service of General Interest and in 
delivering a circular economy in Europe. We support the waste hierarchy, resource 
efficiency and the exchange of good practices to develop environmentally sound and 
efficient waste management systems in Europe.   info@municipalwasteeurope.eu 

 

 

 

The WEEELABEX organisation is the pan European WEEE nonprofit Association set up to 
act as a scheme for operational issues related to WEEE management. We qualify the 
Auditors (ISO 17024) to Certify the Treatment Facilities (ISO 17065) utilizing all CENELEC 
standards within both accredited schemes. www.weeelabex.org 
 

 

http://www.cewep.eu/
http://www.ebra-recycling.org/
http://www.eera-recyclers.com/
https://euric.org/
https://fead.be/
https://ferver.eu/#:%7E:text=The%20association%20aims%20to%20regroup,particularly%20towards%20the%20European%20institutions
mailto:info@municipalwasteeurope.eu
http://www.weeelabex.org/

